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Their only son Philip Duke of Charlres had recently celebrated Iris
twenty-first birthday and was now enjoying the freedom of his own
separate establishment in the late Cardinal Richelieu's palace in the heart
of Paris, renamed the Palais Royal This young man, who was destined lo
exercise a fateful influence in the life and fortunes of John Law, was both
intelligent and industrious,, but he already exhibited that love of dissipation
which was later to make him notorious. 'My son behaves no better than his
father*, wrote Madame, lie gives all he possesses to his mistress... He
also allows himself to be put upon by his lackeys, and is so terribly de-
bauched that I am afraid in the long run it will cost him his life. Ho'
passes whole nights in orgies of debauchery and often does not go to bed
until eight o'clock in the morning... He is not lacking in intelligence nor
is he ignorant, and from childhood he has always had an inclination
towards all that is good and suitable to Iris rank. But since he has been
his own master and these wicked people have taken him up and made him
hobnob with vulgar strumpets, his character and appearance have altered
so much that you wouldn't recognize him any longer.' Although His
Catholic Majesty was inclined to frown on behaviour of this kind, the
position of the Duke of Chart res at Court was secured by his marriage to
Mademoiselle de Blois, the King's legitimised daughter by his late mistress
Madame de Monlespan.
OamWing was also a popular pastime in the Palais Royal One of the
most ardent card-play era named Boissiere was a son of the celebrated
courtesan Ninon do Lenclos. It might be said that gambling was bred in
his bones, since the story went that 1m paternity was decided by the draw-
ing of lots hclwuon two courtiers. It may have been over a game of
lansquenet that Law first made the young Duke's acquaintance. Alter-
natively the Scotsman may have been introduced to the Palais Royal circle
as a student of finance whom Chartrcs might possibly bo interested to
meet, It in curtain that they did meet at this period in Paris, Law found
Clmrlrcs charming, easy of access, possessed of a remarkable memory for
facts and figures, and well informed in finance as well as politics and the
arts, It ifl known that Law also met the Marquis de Chamillard, whom
LOUIB XIV had placed in charge of the country's finances as Controller-
General in 1C99, Miehel de Chamillard was a middle-aged mediocrity who
owed his rise partly to the patronage of Madame Jo Maintcnon and partly
to his flktll at billiards by which he was brought to the King's notice. On
leaving Paris Law promised to keep in touch with both men.